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ROYALTY'S RIFTS MAKE HEADLINES;
OLD NEWS IN BRITISH HISTORY
DAYTON, Ohio-- The recent spate of tabloid headlines both in the United States and
in the United Kingdom trumpeting lurid tales of the marital woes of Britain's "Young Royals"
has raised doubts about the viability of the English Crown.
But a historian at the University of Dayton points out that marital scandals relating to
the Royal Family are nothing new.
"The current series of separations and divorces among the 'Young Royals' makes this
the third consecutive generation to experience marital difficulties in the reigning monarch's
immediate family," says Laura Hunt, assistant professor of history at UD.
These include the separation of Prince Andrew and the Duchess of York, the divorce
of Princess Anne from Captain Mark Phillips and continuing rumors about the shaky marriage
of the Prince and Princess of Wales.
Marital discontent dates back to the infamous monarch who shed more than one wife.
"The story of Henry VIII and his six wives is a familiar one," Hunt says. "This
century has seen more than its share of royal marital ups and downs."
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One such incident occurred in 1936 when King Edward VIII abdicated to marry the
woman he loved, the twice-divorced American Wallis Warfield Simpson. Marriage of the
King to a divorcee was unacceptable because the Church of England frowns on divorce and
the King is the legal head of the Church. Edward and Simpson, who was famous for her
remark that no woman can be too rich or too thin, did marry and were known as the Duke
and Duchess of Windsor. The marriage lasted their entire lives.
The current Queen Mother, then the Duchess of York, vehemently opposed the
abdication and subsequent marriage. She felt that divorce in the Royal Family tainted the
crown. She also believed that the duties of the monarch would damage the health of her
husband, Edward's younger brother and heir. Consequently, she refused to "receive" the
Duchess of Windsor for more than 30 years.
Ironically, her own daughter, Princess Margaret, Queen Elizabeth's sister, gave similar
cause for discomfort, Hunt says.
"Margaret was prevented in 1955 from marrying the man she loved, war hero Captain
Peter Townsend, because he was a divorced man," Hunt explains.
Five years later, she married Antony Armstrong-Jones. They were divorced in 1978.
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